@ HAARE I Z Amira Hass Oct 17, 2012

Haaretz Exclusive | 2,279 Calories per Person:
How Israel Made Sure Gaza Didn't Starve

State forced to release 'red lines' document for food
consumption in the coastal Strip following legal battle;
official: state has right to determine who it assists.

After a three-and-a-half-year legal battle waged by the Gisha
human rights organization, the Coordinator of Government
Activities in the Territories has finally released a 2008 document
that detailed its ""red lines'" for ''food consumption in the Gaza
Strip."

The document calculates the minimum number of calories
necessary, in COGAT's view, to keep Gaza residents from
malnutrition at a time when Israel was tightening its restrictions
on the movement of people and goods in and out of the Strip,
including food products and raw materials. The document states
that Health Ministry officials were involved in drafting it, and
the calculations were based on "a model formulated by the
Ministry of Health ... according to average Israeli consumption,"

though the figures were then "adjusted to culture and
experience' in Gaza.

COGAT, appealing a District Court ruling to release the
document, stated that it was merely a rough draft, that it was
never actually implemented, and that it did not guide Israeli
policy in practice. In its objection to the document's publication,
COGAT argued that there wasqag.-rggistadisclose what was
essentially internal staff work, a mere proposal that was never
actually put into effect. In fact,'COGAT told Haaretz on Tuesday,
after the document was drafted, the agency never even held a
single discussion of it.

But the court disagreed, and on its orders, the document (in two
different versions, both from January 2008) was given to Gisha
two weeks ago. It is now being published here for the first time.
Its very existence was also first reported in Haaretz, in a June
2009 article by Uri Blau and Yotam Feldman.
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In September 2007, the cabinet, then headed by Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert, decided to tighten restrictions on the movement of
people and goods to and from the Gaza Strip. The "red lines"
document was written about four months afterward.

The cabinet decision stated that "the movement of goods into
the Gaza Strip will be restricted; the supply of gas and electricity
will be reduced; and restrictions will be imposed on the
movement of people from the Strip and to it." In addition,
exports from Gaza would be forbidden entirely. However, the
resolution added, the restrictions should be tailored to avoid a
"humanitarian crisis."

At a High Court hearing on Gisha's petition against this policy,
government attorneys Gilad Sherman and Dana Briskman,
backed by an affidavit from Col. Shlomi Mukhtar of COGAT,
explained that "it is the state's right to decide that it doesn't
intend to have economic ties with, or provide economic
assistance to, the other party in the conflict, and to adopt a

policy of 'economic warfare.

The ""red lines" document calculates the minimum number of
calories needed by every age and gender group in Gaza, then
uses this to determine the quantity of staple foods that must be
allowed into the Strip every day, as well as the number of trucks
needed to carry this quantity. On average, the minimum worked
out to 2,279 calories per person per day, which could be supplied
by 1,836 grams of food, or 2,575.5 tons of food for the entire
population of Gaza.

Bringing this quantity into the Strip would require 170.4
truckloads per day, five days a week.

From this quantity, the document's authors then deducted 68.6
truckloads to account for the food produced locally in Gaza
mainly vegetables, fruit, milk and meat. The documents note
that the Health Ministry's data about various products includes
the weight of the package (about 1 to 5 percent of the total
weight) and that ""The total amount of food takes into
consideration 'sampling' by toddlers under the age of 2 (adds 34
tons per day to the general population)."

From this total, 13 truckloads were deducted to adjust for the
"culture and experience' of food consumption in Gaza, though
the document does not explain how this deduction was


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C-3aVcwhBZazvE-KsiM0Pr-mWmAj0w8Dpc431_fn0Ed7ZHhABILf6wiBgw9ykhZgYoAGHg7_3A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoElgZP0N9wpVX_YdlYPb1h_nBkKGRJN8J_5M_lGn8ukyVOb8ibhbdK08uZfvxxb6gJgS5iJoXb4xQS1RREWlVudbJBR3ncLNquJ3qtiUOP9YujemWDxU4Yr3nl1_kQ7i3LTAxBemmxhP1GpQWL6BANV1xhezXke154VFtuIs6sXk4zBm4PQa9bmc1rU5DaCPnji22D4OjRKoSbpJs1xZmF1kT601hyPMgsr6fRDGD0Ea6bOrXClALnDW3IRJPyJJKgjUAREI4fYTsXQMRjTmr8SfuNGJTqRV01h7GpxCHwBBvjzXOLxCszOss1TfHh9zfZGPTGnW-i3pMANvr_LMsVTGXO0aqvCzT3q1HiEdbjYHFAAzqWXm4e_AC5KUcfc8RsICfs7azv_ZS4m-NNZ4FAsN7SMLc0IfVoCVsAA4wawPkaNGX-ZWRTJjkm0VJsMt3oSRwx_qI7_f68rWMZS0t_DzGtYV-_erSEtOAChvaFH1RgEzuc82irnycFg5M1o2M1-mwVtP_RiQyPAIFNPbStKG3TdV7dt9b_OSmuAnhA1xs2oHb1P6NyYGxpqY38cRuh7mHtm0ZuG7zJ6gscNRembHoWyraE4CPkzYWNs-mB3vYrSi950X7H4_jKLVa6w2TMIRi-05TF4MOud_3A0AfyS4lR8WQXUfIVKO9ZV0yGsGBe5F5txrp29L-uZ1DuZ2iYc380niPvgYkqMFwRaktQZga_tFPcjX1qCrefoIpjSuCTpVCLbyrmj3quGRG1hJAeECzKyphkQXZhG9XK28SpY1GFWxRDHCGF8Wvi8xO_Fk4_4ommmhbTbrmRcX-Vi6UtmJrl3XXzNvXwZUCreIL69CJWben3SPeQaRLcmcFvQH1pKFTaNcYrfHuYSnXu0AIMaWbmCRflJMyxhVe20YFyIuTQ4BO-hCoFKAzYqLdM3Aa_-bU58BUmY_Hbo5ePm-NAiKGFah8gOPrdy0UV6TYB7Hi8pJ8S3H386uqACohMnRjFZ5Zoq6kO6HTTczQoaMe-e-bPdKH4IxZPYwRSNFanj-mZGxFzylpowAS0yJ3pwATgBAGIBa2FlNhMkAYBoAYCgAfx6fWGAogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCB4IgICAEBACGB0yBKCAgAI6CJ_Qg4CAgIQISL39wTqxCR5vmcUMUwZqgAoDmAsByAsBogwMKgoKCOS0sQLutbECqg0CTk_IDQHiDRMImPGCmbmgggMVYhaiAx2vtAWD2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwy4KqBhD0ARIsAEbCt6iJP0lPwjcFUmw0_OFqkRQf4LX-MF6H6LfbKovoN8kmuY6hKsG4c00aAoJqEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDICaaNTVoEl6gpaGOz3wlv1trTJTvRevCn_iJP_XwMGSzUgcZ60BOODJlnE3uUWzunH-3EYSMGlAIMRypITMcpbFUYAQ&sig=AOD64_0hx0msWAFf0PUvuWlXMQXvAfYVyQ&client=ca-pub-5091088903972311&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.lightinthebox.com/c/men-s-clothing_5585%3Fprm%3D1.3.54.0%26top_pid%3D9704644,9711692,9712716,9556585,9706525,9644928,9711769,9711702%26litb_from%3Dpaid_adwords_display%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_campaign%3D20585972397154839508020%26adword_mt%3D%26adword_ct%3D677751018375%26adword_kw%3D%26adword_pos%3D%26adword_pl%3Dwww.haaretz.com%26adword_net%3Dd%26adword_tar%3Dtaxonomy_segment_992%26adw_src_id%3D585536305_20585972397_154839508020_%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwy4KqBhD0ARIsAEbCt6iJP0lPwjcFUmw0_OFqkRQf4LX-MF6H6LfbKovoN8kmuY6hKsG4c00aAoJqEALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQWFniu3YshyNiEFUGdbP5omMIv-ZqINl6C5AKQXRyVX2m0IfomCpceqj5YCQZat8fhg1e2PRON8djukHWf18IOHU1qHc7g5GA-GszgcyS3t_IedApHGqpv0l0zAX82OoNYtdceN9NgZYxWRlzZUpBb050XaRPHzcVhZvEGIVYNtldwCa7lO9QUkMPDQI5Vp1uYsWgmNm6l72Eb-tFY4MLqqLk0zxbAu3LA9oIy67V-pUg80yt5KZNZEY7jqLKbl67Su7KAisNk42wqc-LorjDCdyWWCY9cFQc_DTmAT0VcybW6qILld-KPITCzJoVAaB2Jwjakj4ECcJShCGLUwCDEuflS3tE8b53_xDZRH2Kw1YHg5UF1I3ym0NJOS6RhVwEcNYAAosN6ld1govlwpj24mFZ6vJkBjXjDsBv9F1cW4aiivJ_bfkui-4WNMmCYqhSSmAFd2dqhwVqQfq4a0jzbJcNJg46uqdaptllSILUqSbe76T0tpGq_tvusnN1QA-9JKseqQQTC7E4MWwozZsz3f2ONPH212bBeJE0TdyE4NVxAdipSkJZesS-n4io0erOFHvJrTmIqfl8AaXD3ZAsQlijPbeh8hyiBWrZOsmbCrxpdvL6tV4vrrP7h4qZOOI_Ech-QQTu2sMH0wpYj72Ag5s_kbyhydL386Ntf6sBhLOLfV0SANaH2eWiexhwz7qTGL7MvaWW0Egb5wCqOmmf3Y2wlpP9a5Fk9yVhegOO_PMVsOUHLX2iKnmrwOiD6ZzynG5ZjPr5AZIqN98mXicU6_9ov0ZrKtssdchpgGjocYB8k46fDDX4XbCX5DlAJmlqY_fgXXPxPYF__N1iUqW5CsFx3GmPb2f3o8QmRQH1ui6BHGzchUCvjLrl0twwYau2x5QgtLxjKq-3Xj-oX_hjOpvRm7A49g8wW16u1w4_qGSPLr-bJmvop-oExEaxVDvsIo1mFrvw8LlplL-q11wF9D7Z5WJDUaqTtPkifKFW_FLY7l8F7jtE8RhJXgk7XXfEo9wTvcbjOJXaqiI5ywIfJBs1TFDOmGMGpvuxejB_nblfLNUI1gGKmYAu9wtkrqW72hB4d-_klq0KVOgNpKvjCRf1flfrfc5FNhjSTuMWFITc-1AZ8hedAuwrxLHyZ6YXz3p9YRpDTHqtWuNj4ZMaP_2xMMOGWEhFyyEttk5CkBB-_p6ZzmlJrEqWG93cvqEx3JEkGuqssoHKziMnbGejuxJCIE5NpGDx4SFTvPovltuTI9AOHOVKR-a0Tp5KaJvE-LgTxFrK5kui2hN-Lme3OYI4MduBexRfHp9mZDLNJ31-xt-ptu0bZVe0vk85bnkOaVkiRVQh7lGZybkYoK86LOFvmiKXYAR9TOkhrYT8r9ZAO0w9_SvcIf9g4Kv5TIQVO0vdY6wnOHFnDbQP-90czfYQaYxqQM_RGHU4lGe51A50fsmx3OtkCLWprYqLZdaDKovKlxPSlBIlhvTwO7TwavHj80ZZmaefoh8Uoc9-2XMKifmZCFqLMLX6XQXwyKAdhoVoBZ2ubO8C7j0T85yopKKwkMq_7-VXaY4ylcXJhPBGjlXkB1Olwu3nS0RIisZMm0pOKqgk4upCAkb8nDBMovIEyJrhXM_2j62jPiZ5cdHWs-dFVacH5uMMjP2q7CmdFyfoSIEzzu9VZlLJxhEpesvSY6KFm7FJpMWRMkx-4zOKA5HWywjQk-eAjl__Yowv7lFyEIkZTqKEPBH6sKAJJleZIygrWTOMh5n2RAl0N2y1YEUsuYAhAQnoT6ABAfUHlb16bRF6Nq4aN3j14CvpKamap0sOihqwNr3AyKTlY0pK2GkkcDor5X35m3gKMio4W9I_RWQt6zbIOv-grQb5CMGDehm0qhUoNQTRjYGhSXPpfda8fb1DadqmQU8bD7o-IG9EXM4pUIGrEQgf6L7iuouSSFFk6D3SNEWC5Hh4RK_5LfRlOn-ETpUpFFTF2k5oSska1LwHWsY9NpO35WTvnpiQJnMhr69yNUX92Rek5ecs071Hr7yIBsRazajLsvBCdVCD7aoObuXK2gOo-lcelLjU6Rq_qk1iz-xWP2CBDpOkNMl1lwSo9GCAXNs3rE5nLDXz4UVT2Wq9ueV98vS5fYykSBCKdHHPq8D6gqApNUbcbVDxZbMqRGnQWQs_DUUkvj-77rxzTP2ZBa9tdZSq6FziHEeBtwrn14JnKMe6AFyPtPts9OeBy2v0wIkFU50W-ppMWd4jtWwtgpdVhg91QwesZY_mwPvy6Lo87WEBQRy1vjYu8-6geqCtu42PDnSCERxGhwuO8_sr0fZ8QQ6Y0ly1BUpLiK4LFloviULLN1nY5voaThNC6U5A9lDW7VnZiNGyiRNLT8scVFZYMgy7MUPasVl7ZdnSoWctDCvgaz3F4ZeJY9oWa8HkeajSJ1XV6sKVtlZj6IEEf6MCqTOU_iE9g1n5J-mtu20kDCPO_HOpXbPc47CvRXMDUqWmkhb8oVwpf8OQ9EDQBZ0dhMvJ-906DgaHTFCTg5WJQRxnnW8QP2URZ8QOTJmVJUKHe6Wtvqz9oY4k463YtU8dHybFsSnRTF_ittVW87hs0RCTv7ZSDtALzduIi5xYSvJna_m1XrXXG6u-jtHYW-Kv7P3nsDzz1OY8ABrfMUea5P41V2-WusYvYGwwGwDVLUjOIFNBxqoL0oCciCCx4FA8dd3aQn5if_3IV1pwz52r6WT8zNrm9DFfP-uThlmo0u_s60HOLMCazeWA1YQm73U8oOegHErCQ11WUt5GYfHAFZXHa9O0oMJ17eAZaHgnHORQ9fszOgG9Vhmc_XlBNK-UGEZJdJcLkhzZBY
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5qf8cghBZY-fNZygiM0Psc60mAz0w8Dpc431_fn0Ed7ZHhABILf6wiBgw9ykhZgYoAGHg7_3A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEigZP0Fio1_m-gcekkj5DILTNCYMPcigaXDVyJhqyC7Qhf27469Zs_qpA8gFWDvNJl1J2cxC46pvo6iwofYiTfRwdw0u-DiuG5zaRvqg02mJ5_XxzRL1ProsX6d4oA_ShzSsZgJEgdzfFMKtsAqpNXVtQm2UBz6IWM1HGEXtyyAl8cvBBNL-moUmsQK7BurYNZFJO6mYmuAQEqOrrNu4vQffBrpDYfSAtZBWIlWCoX7xkwWTyCqkSOEUuJQ6yxibeSZE2nH2lSyayIJ3rfKn2IbBwHf_xTxg4KwPAEq22YNAmte5liXa8ZwV5EYTgBmM-70Y-EETRb4ZWbC5Mb0APfluD-_S66CbTeTnJ3etRWNBzSXJzdBQve_3Q-S2kOGe03d1n1LP0d8gs12NMQohTp1vodVkNRdW2A6H3FSB_Byd0K4fBWQXCm-beScvUiRmFv8ZkSK4mxU6cxDR5yXMt2Hn-51RE8UVGCsOgYIcsoUi7VmzmRRviT6InjahnLwf7eJoFI3F4ZPzRvsZEcgo45MFdM-tKRxZl4JEqpdmoaqIMqT4c5cKJfl_tocYr-TnvgVC9JhRB4v2EomS8I3pxEtbGUVm2X_4JaMzecGEYwOqSvUgNE183Az7uYro7buFl5KEf7p88N1_PuynxzBTdGwZdA0IPrpGAbgpuTqzpLk_BzafY5rzKWlKJ8Cxyenp5tBi0yoQy174FdN4MjNvcJbyp6xmodn51CAmf6KSRhcOFONw1aj3UlVsDhI0QPjoTp2JppNfjOHFvd1JfJILIAJE59ZGoSKop2QnTU1gopz5QpE5gSOKMDfQiX-lbpkb-IRq8H1IRQWKnURru-iLS7m9wv_pYmdW_9csS_w6Lm3eHeBo1umOxejo1Wsytv-dDrc950Nj5MRw3I2zbK4ZiwhXJF2RkmgxOuakyUU2-ecuiNtAAf3Kcd1n8g9wOSFTiFCe9pgc9X-9kNRMBISGN6tlr9XRBnF0jjqOnEqZK4m1lBUyz-yIETQYG8YynXqQfUvkLAXIu1GpoXVNkwAS0yJ3pwATgBAGIBa2FlNhMkAYBoAYCgAfx6fWGAogHAZAHAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQLYBwHSCB4IgICAEBACGB0yBKCAgAI6CJ_Qg4CAgIQISL39wTqxCR5vmcUMUwZqgAoDmAsByAsBqg0CTk_IDQHiDRMI-5qDmbmgggMVHBCiAx0xJw3D2BMM0BUB-BYBgBcB&gclid=Cj0KCQjwy4KqBhD0ARIsAEbCt6htnDUQTX_cIrF_QpxRk6t2SJbrmXhdt2UZ0c-Jbg6b_bs2tmrs0wwaAjhIEALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQwDICaaNR_oxsCg1wF56aUgzZi-pklHEAfi3pJdpWx31DoXBjzDkYc49J0117qIEFFv4ss2XyPCoH4ouEZEE_0OHMmAYAQ&sig=AOD64_3sZ2piNet_QX_qo1THgF1lcW63oA&client=ca-pub-5091088903972311&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://www.lightinthebox.com/c/men-s-clothing_5585%3Fprm%3D1.3.54.0%26top_pid%3D9704644,9711692,9712716,9556585,9706525,9644928,9711769,9711702%26litb_from%3Dpaid_adwords_display%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_source%3Dgoogle_display%26utm_campaign%3D20585972397154839508020%26adword_mt%3D%26adword_ct%3D677751018375%26adword_kw%3D%26adword_pos%3D%26adword_pl%3Dwww.haaretz.com%26adword_net%3Dd%26adword_tar%3Dtaxonomy_segment_992%26adw_src_id%3D585536305_20585972397_154839508020_
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQWFniu6MF_gbfFXiT5v-Y7VUChYgspMKztUbb3-l4MgSWj-pRND07N_QPgs6-1tLeLrnjIhRSxGmZw9j8YWk8K_jmIQHhKMViidQ_RAZkRVkoMk2iftjUHJ_-cNk-tPnu3q7I6F7_9bOnnCCIy-tWjeVtZNj3LLy1e1tpP78kK7ghOuSayDsZaCPgVddTBnF4I5LPfym9JW278-FwF2DsRcQpOijqn-JMPvgFjymmCeOAcRDaPrwC12bJ8xzb7uWKjclualqXvOCiTGPVSjcjiL--gYOHZuJdZz1jIPMpJKUcrut2VUet__DaSLowk5r2uWv6tUmVJDw9AlFsH4WQEx-fbXXRhEnVjkgxZXz0QziLBE3jaxJ9wla7PexmiuGxUazfn0AhUM6fJFs1lfW4aNdc939IOwF66fPo71z8QfYg5EN2je57EPU43Hyhism8CJR0s-7WhRpX-k165hxOVpV8pGx_Ccb_qg9pMbYAqo3VYBkxgaSRFFdRKvuPfgBgypWDpZifIMUIl_yjWjme6pnSRWJly-Ta3x80Ip-ccvoHSwonulhX3ksSZvDaHs6vFE652P5Lqwpy7wxibXs1ttBSMfH1DShBDtnUQQdXP3G3JkuYXJQTLPs2s-m3xod8m_AXHa9P_ISNKPMXgq5E_eIBoJAwzd0I1MZzBWSM99Ow-gqjTlGf7DtD1iCK8Ogh_WK_we-ykkuN8O_ewPyZesav5_VihUyDu6YHI3leOfsTSXaiO2eC654SumJTDesZE4FUXhfhIfjrR0IgoTU7mVz6i3Tagse5SaR4OqJ8Vg-bFYfVgNQjzv7BhbFu3UK9p5lpft_OKgtRC2VuaX2KBa46h1dSSbxpj7dgU7T8VjC61EZlEr7eFCsVkDboFhzsAfogZEUb50LzO4cMsuMCFnuxUAFsnFDODi9okPxDpl6n-3VvVcMbW0atBtt4bovNzYSeIh9WwofoTNttHJRSEV9_trIlw0BuzeARDnQiY3bEiTMxn3mH0NZ1eIeWjy_znnO1DYuHs0dyTmSayWanYKlC0D_7JmHc5aYppDxjoiAPunZtseTUnh8Ukilt6C7AkZhFvaCfvcCV0aVkdWM0cctTLW-ca3GnsMLLr7VKzrfGUAubri3MxcmF0VHBjZk8ttrVLdBcv7ZuCq3PtnEY9JvI457jv5WRn3ZDE6YOb8WNfMa-lDuRRNlmeZOovzEenayxazmGzHhOu4vnDdDqPcQ9N8Wm_cVSlpRZMtmjPh9HsIypuiBn63QEJ6NV7hojJicHk-8KEw-02QPzUifxhCfAPw1yy2ceDovTHG09sGRqmwsLmxKjXl7oe7MmmKkcjzxZqZfro02OvkqZeDwskRY5G5QACosR8TuLWDM3q4Bn4jPbLyCTaPGgg2PC0kaku7PzpJG6ZHWCcJMyyBlhPEcEZGAUjIPW2jy41ovof41IDLYJ5Rjl6q8Cw8cuSxgrpPfCClhJ9ZsPb0NOCGlSbsFwjEy0SwYHO0TbgR_22OKbCOmvQK1B7HMcW8QF6b5jT6Z7MF7reh-kqaYj2gerZNH0rnBKSxxa87yWnR8mCxey8XVZ7_TAyfxTFamiLW-eDbzBi43HFS0wErdk9DduQG_UhQy9zpDiyF83n3fbGJPRy-SiNZ0uh7HxBgE7lBs4aQfRjnXDNtiNk-SbC6xB07k4Xb5CLsW5FfGgeswvlHSVPKVoBE-osdfMjLm9m1N1be3OVZWui-HC_fGrMRp6IqLtLURTjjLu0f76sDG8D537BU-F3BIeQc3AjLFGhsTpw00ZQZtTMiAJvdscTnvMCIaP8BY54c_UmoZyFEUtbm7ba5xYwSMpDYWgaUzTEWQeiCmw_3VJy-G84E53pNj1Bcy6jYdFwMF3l1yl-A2s95oc5xgUUpDxv4HBhFKutbk9G_i761FZu7cZvQxeJ_VrBbmSJLLzh6sj2mGGuw8FkiZEJet7TnAwi7a8STp5FqA3Adh8F55voVzXf9tAcR9HNjEoxenqRPLClHcBaxkKTOtD1jbGn7WnFn0e1z1kXcVd2iZzoxbue39CZT3HIcq1_azpRuOIDi9hVklta4okVmsJmn3XJhWxLOA396SV_uSHHV-2rrD7ke9RgG-4sebtm_fUj4PnMB9ocBGR6xCkhzkP_L2DEA_o0QXZqAt8dgiHy4AHjd7-0XW2MurXwPzLnbuVdeTKrJphIf62-bfPS7TTBUG5G-C-cNAIBVYWYm-dzo5-262pJmysKtY5FXKDoimH1ouj2iwgVX6C2IfxCEpBwti4fM9Z7g6NUCQ6-RXi_I-CN6Z1NO7qc9kbyRRXsuLnxDv3wY48ay5gm8xHfzPYCP0wA5B4trsl4Jzqow8i7VdLUaVqMO5sI6NZc9MC3SgLfDNTbydy_2yMILKce0KiXzDVbr9p9oaILP9l6PdOzsoNEAq21QoM13oWvhhvvBo_veyvBdBsRN4TKOeY0lI42l8yxZdmsSVPdCrNbIZDHuQ01rW0ZxTEpgPVsRABo7J7Mg9TvAGNhsU555s_kayPvVE2xc3DdX4yTPRO0BkAbFz6wyLk6qD28Xpfyv_Zalc0ihfnRPFVkwNQeWo8TUqZY6vYaew41mUpHvCaE9PTsNl9MTi0LVI-qx5j5JaZCy15-04B9GIkfJGXUnUxnk2alNA-dXVmpBdHiERtbQ1rPZMb2a8CQgw-h4LYGbu4AkpwUd3qdE99c7H35U5UOdFS09X5yaMW1eMGZoh7E-3MFnzPamwKXRZ6QKo2kJRC3DXsOdsu-1iigM5Lox0EvnISf5
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQWFniu6MF_gbfFXiT5v-Y7VUChYgspMKztUbb3-l4MgSWj-pRND07N_QPgs6-1tLeLrnjIhRSxGmZw9j8YWk8K_jmIQHhKMViidQ_RAZkRVkoMk2iftjUHJ_-cNk-tPnu3q7I6F7_9bOnnCCIy-tWjeVtZNj3LLy1e1tpP78kK7ghOuSayDsZaCPgVddTBnF4I5LPfym9JW278-FwF2DsRcQpOijqn-JMPvgFjymmCeOAcRDaPrwC12bJ8xzb7uWKjclualqXvOCiTGPVSjcjiL--gYOHZuJdZz1jIPMpJKUcrut2VUet__DaSLowk5r2uWv6tUmVJDw9AlFsH4WQEx-fbXXRhEnVjkgxZXz0QziLBE3jaxJ9wla7PexmiuGxUazfn0AhUM6fJFs1lfW4aNdc939IOwF66fPo71z8QfYg5EN2je57EPU43Hyhism8CJR0s-7WhRpX-k165hxOVpV8pGx_Ccb_qg9pMbYAqo3VYBkxgaSRFFdRKvuPfgBgypWDpZifIMUIl_yjWjme6pnSRWJly-Ta3x80Ip-ccvoHSwonulhX3ksSZvDaHs6vFE652P5Lqwpy7wxibXs1ttBSMfH1DShBDtnUQQdXP3G3JkuYXJQTLPs2s-m3xod8m_AXHa9P_ISNKPMXgq5E_eIBoJAwzd0I1MZzBWSM99Ow-gqjTlGf7DtD1iCK8Ogh_WK_we-ykkuN8O_ewPyZesav5_VihUyDu6YHI3leOfsTSXaiO2eC654SumJTDesZE4FUXhfhIfjrR0IgoTU7mVz6i3Tagse5SaR4OqJ8Vg-bFYfVgNQjzv7BhbFu3UK9p5lpft_OKgtRC2VuaX2KBa46h1dSSbxpj7dgU7T8VjC61EZlEr7eFCsVkDboFhzsAfogZEUb50LzO4cMsuMCFnuxUAFsnFDODi9okPxDpl6n-3VvVcMbW0atBtt4bovNzYSeIh9WwofoTNttHJRSEV9_trIlw0BuzeARDnQiY3bEiTMxn3mH0NZ1eIeWjy_znnO1DYuHs0dyTmSayWanYKlC0D_7JmHc5aYppDxjoiAPunZtseTUnh8Ukilt6C7AkZhFvaCfvcCV0aVkdWM0cctTLW-ca3GnsMLLr7VKzrfGUAubri3MxcmF0VHBjZk8ttrVLdBcv7ZuCq3PtnEY9JvI457jv5WRn3ZDE6YOb8WNfMa-lDuRRNlmeZOovzEenayxazmGzHhOu4vnDdDqPcQ9N8Wm_cVSlpRZMtmjPh9HsIypuiBn63QEJ6NV7hojJicHk-8KEw-02QPzUifxhCfAPw1yy2ceDovTHG09sGRqmwsLmxKjXl7oe7MmmKkcjzxZqZfro02OvkqZeDwskRY5G5QACosR8TuLWDM3q4Bn4jPbLyCTaPGgg2PC0kaku7PzpJG6ZHWCcJMyyBlhPEcEZGAUjIPW2jy41ovof41IDLYJ5Rjl6q8Cw8cuSxgrpPfCClhJ9ZsPb0NOCGlSbsFwjEy0SwYHO0TbgR_22OKbCOmvQK1B7HMcW8QF6b5jT6Z7MF7reh-kqaYj2gerZNH0rnBKSxxa87yWnR8mCxey8XVZ7_TAyfxTFamiLW-eDbzBi43HFS0wErdk9DduQG_UhQy9zpDiyF83n3fbGJPRy-SiNZ0uh7HxBgE7lBs4aQfRjnXDNtiNk-SbC6xB07k4Xb5CLsW5FfGgeswvlHSVPKVoBE-osdfMjLm9m1N1be3OVZWui-HC_fGrMRp6IqLtLURTjjLu0f76sDG8D537BU-F3BIeQc3AjLFGhsTpw00ZQZtTMiAJvdscTnvMCIaP8BY54c_UmoZyFEUtbm7ba5xYwSMpDYWgaUzTEWQeiCmw_3VJy-G84E53pNj1Bcy6jYdFwMF3l1yl-A2s95oc5xgUUpDxv4HBhFKutbk9G_i761FZu7cZvQxeJ_VrBbmSJLLzh6sj2mGGuw8FkiZEJet7TnAwi7a8STp5FqA3Adh8F55voVzXf9tAcR9HNjEoxenqRPLClHcBaxkKTOtD1jbGn7WnFn0e1z1kXcVd2iZzoxbue39CZT3HIcq1_azpRuOIDi9hVklta4okVmsJmn3XJhWxLOA396SV_uSHHV-2rrD7ke9RgG-4sebtm_fUj4PnMB9ocBGR6xCkhzkP_L2DEA_o0QXZqAt8dgiHy4AHjd7-0XW2MurXwPzLnbuVdeTKrJphIf62-bfPS7TTBUG5G-C-cNAIBVYWYm-dzo5-262pJmysKtY5FXKDoimH1ouj2iwgVX6C2IfxCEpBwti4fM9Z7g6NUCQ6-RXi_I-CN6Z1NO7qc9kbyRRXsuLnxDv3wY48ay5gm8xHfzPYCP0wA5B4trsl4Jzqow8i7VdLUaVqMO5sI6NZc9MC3SgLfDNTbydy_2yMILKce0KiXzDVbr9p9oaILP9l6PdOzsoNEAq21QoM13oWvhhvvBo_veyvBdBsRN4TKOeY0lI42l8yxZdmsSVPdCrNbIZDHuQ01rW0ZxTEpgPVsRABo7J7Mg9TvAGNhsU555s_kayPvVE2xc3DdX4yTPRO0BkAbFz6wyLk6qD28Xpfyv_Zalc0ihfnRPFVkwNQeWo8TUqZY6vYaew41mUpHvCaE9PTsNl9MTi0LVI-qx5j5JaZCy15-04B9GIkfJGXUnUxnk2alNA-dXVmpBdHiERtbQ1rPZMb2a8CQgw-h4LYGbu4AkpwUd3qdE99c7H35U5UOdFS09X5yaMW1eMGZoh7E-3MFnzPamwKXRZ6QKo2kJRC3DXsOdsu-1iigM5Lox0EvnISf5
Erling
Utheving

Erling
Utheving

Erling
Utheving

Erling
Utheving


While this adjustment actually led to a higher figure for sugar
(five truckloads, compared to only 2.6 under the Health
Ministry's original model),

it reduced the quantity of fruits and vegetables (18 truckloads,
compared to 28.5), milk (12 truckloads instead of 21.1), and meat
and poultry (14 instead of 17.2).

Altogether, therefore, COGAT concluded that Israel needed to
allow 131 truckloads of food and other essential products into
Gaza every day (via the ""back to back" system, in which goods
are transferred from an Israeli truck to a Palestinian one at the
border). Of these, 106 would go through the Kerem Shalom
crossing and the rest via the Karni crossing (which was closed a
few years later).

The document states that then-Deputy Defense Minister Matan
Vilnai had approved the entry of 106 trucks per day even before
the "red lines" were calculated, along with additional truckloads
of wheat seed and animal feed.

The point of the "red lines' document was to see if this number
of trucks in fact met Gaza's needs. But according to Gisha, UN
data shows that the number of trucks allowed into Gaza each day
often fell below this level.

COGAT, then headed by Maj. Gen. Amos Gilad, translated the
government's policy of restrictions into two lists. The long one
detailed the forbidden goods that couldn't be brought into the
Strip (including, for example, building materials, needles, cloth
and other raw materials, cleaning and bathing supplies, books,
musical instruments and processed hummus). The short one
listed those that could be brought in. The guiding principle was
that instead of the supply of goods being dictated by demand, it
would be dictated by the quantities and varieties deemed
necessary by COGAT.

From time to time, COGAT officers revised the lists. Thus in late
2008, for instance, COGAT began allowing the import of
shampoo though conditioner was still banned. In 2009, plain
processed hummus was taken off the banned list, but hummus
with pine nuts was still off-limits.



To obey the cabinet's order to avoid a "humanitarian crisis,"
COGAT officers devised what they called "sensors' to warn them
if there was a risk of impending malnutrition or an impending
shortage of the permitted goods. Thus in addition to the "red
lines," they produced two other documents: a model for
estimating inventories of essential staples in Gaza, and a
procedure for allowing the entry of goods into the Strip.

In practice, COGAT says, policy was guided by the inventory
estimation model and the procedure for the entry of goods, not
by the "red lines" document.

Following another petition to the High Court by Gisha, these two
documents were published by Haaretz in October 2010.

"The quantification wasn't done in order to arrive at a minimum
threshold or restrict the quantities, but the opposite to ensure
that there was no shortage,'" a COGAT official maintained
Tuesday.

Gisha, however, doubts the claim that the "red lines' document
was never actually used. For instance, it said, the prosecution
evidently relied on the minimum threshold the document sets
for meat (300 calves imported each week) when it argued in
court against Gisha's request that the quota be increased during
the Eid al-Fitr holiday, at the end of Ramadan. COGAT responded
that this particular figure was part of the inventory estimation
model, and therefore that it was in use.

International humanitarian organizations use a model called the
Sphere standards to gauge a population's needs and determine
the aid that should be sent to it in an emergency (whether war or
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natural disaster). This model is far more complex and less
mathematical than the "red lines." But the most significant
difference is that the ""red lines" and the inventory estimation
model were both devised by the very party that deliberately
created the emergency situation, and that effectively controls
both the territory and the population.

The drafters of the "red lines" document noted that the quantity
of fruit and vegetables Gaza could produce for itself was
expected to decline from 1,000 tons a day to 500 within a few
months, due to the Israeli ban on bringing in seeds and other
raw materials needed for agriculture, as well as the ban on
exporting produce from the Strip. They predicted a similar fate
for the poultry industry. But they didn't propose any solution for
this decline.

Robert Turner, UNRWA's director of operations in the Gaza
Strip, told Haaretz that he ''read the draft with concern. If this
reflects an authentic policy intended to cap food imports, this
'red lines' approach is contrary to humanitarian principles. If it
is intended to prevent a humanitarian crisis by setting a
minimum threshold, it has failed."

UNRWA, as the UN agency responsible for aiding Palestinian
refugees, is closely involved in the daily lives of some 1 million
residents of the Gaza Strip. Based on this knowledge, Turner
asserted that ""The facts on the ground in Gaza demonstrate that
food imports consistently fell below the red lines.

Had official crossings been the only channel of food imports in
the Gaza Strip and UN agencies not ensured that a minimal share
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of food reached the poorest, the recorded level of imports would
have resulted in a substantial aggravation of nutritional
deficiencies in the Gaza Strip."

Moreover, he said, the model failed to take into account the food
lost due to the "back to back" trucking system: Sacks of food
routinely break open and spill as they are being transferred from
one truck to the other. This loss alone, Turner said, cost UNRWA
about S5 million a year.

Asked whether the situation in Gaza is better today, now that the
ban on the entry of food and most other goods has been lifted,
Turner said that as long as the ban on exports remains in force,
the "unprecedented levels of 'man made' aid dependency" will
remain in force as well.

Attorney Sari Bashi of Gisha said Israel's claim that it isn't
responsible for Gaza's population is clearly in contradiction with
the fact that "it can determine the amount and types of food that
will be found in the markets. This control obligates it to refrain
from restrictions on movement that don't answer a concrete
security need an obligation that isn't being met by the current
policy."

The Health Ministry did not respond to Haaretz's questions
about its involvement in writing the document.



A Palestinian boy sitting behind bags of flour donated by aid agencies as part of their food assistance
programs, in the Shati refugee camp in Gaza earlier this month. Credit: AP
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